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You are at the 
Spanish Arch.

This is the Long Walk.
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Here is the Claddagh 
Church.

Have you been to the 
museum?
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Relax and have a 
picnic by the River 
Corrib.

Sing and dance at the 
Claddagh Hall.
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County Clare is 
not far away.

Can you name these places?

10
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Read these words:

shop

shoe

she

ship

fish

dish

wish
Read these sentences:

I want to go to the shoe shop.

I like to eat fish.

I eat my dinner on a dish like this.

She likes shoes.

There is a ship in the bay.

sh

14
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Read these words:

chips

cheese

chin

China

each

beach

teach
Read these sentences:

I like to eat chips.

I like to eat cheese.

Let's go to the beach.

Can you teach me to swim?

One day I will go to China.

ch
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This is Shop Street, Galway. It is the 
main street for shopping. You can buy 
many things here. It is very busy in the 
summer.

This is the beach in Salthill, Galway. 
Some people go fishing here and 
some go swimming. You can see 
ships going past on their way to the 
docks in the city.

18
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Questions:

What is this?

What kind of food is this?

What do you call these?

What is this?

20Do you like Shop Street or Salthill 
best?

Is Salthill busy in the summer?
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A compound word is made up of two 
smaller words. For example, Salthill is 
made up of salt and hill.

How many compound words 
can you find in this story?

Hint: the number at the end of 
each paragraph says how 
many there are on each page.
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It was a lovely morning, 
with lots of bright 
sunshine. So we 
decided to take a walk 
to Salthill.
We walked on the 
footpath to the seaside.

We went along the 
waterfront and saw 
lots of seagulls.
We went down to 
the seashore and 
saw seashells and 
seaweed. (4) (5)
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We passed the 
Lighthouse Gift Shop 
and Seapoint. We 
crossed the road at the 
roundabout and went 
past the Fisherman 
Seafood Restaurant. 

We could smell 
homemade soup 
and got hungry as 
we didn't have 
breakfast.

(5)

(2)
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The breakfast in 
Supermacs looked good, 
so Breda opened her 
handbag to get some 
money. 

But Breda had left her 
chequebook at home.

But Ruth had her 
bank card and got 
some money from 
the cashpoint. 

(3)

(1)
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We walked back to 
town passing 
flowerboxes and 
the firemen along 
the way. 

We then went to 
the Townhouse bar 
for breakfast and a 
cup of tea. (2)

(2)
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We had a wonderful 
morning taking 
photographs and 
enjoying the sunshine, 
even though we didn't 
get to build any 
sandcastles!

Did you find all the compound words?

Here they are!  

Sunshine       Sun.    Shine.
Salthill.          Salt.     Hill
Footpath.      Foot.    Path
Seaside.        Sea.     Side
Waterfront.    Water.  Front
Seagulls.       Sea.     Gulls
Seashore.      Sea.     Shore
Seashells.      Sea.     Shells
Seaweed.      Sea.     Weed
Lighthouse.   Light.    House
Seapoint.       Sea.     Point
Roundabout. Round. About
Fisherman.    Fisher.   Man
Seafood.       Sea.      Food
Homemade.  Home.   Made
Breakfast.     Break.    Fast
Handbag.      Hand.    Bag
Chequebook. Cheque book
Cashpoint.    Cash.     Point
Flowerboxes. Flower.  Boxes
Firemen.        Fire.       Men
Townhouse.   Town.    House
Wonderful.     Wonder. Ful(l)
Photographs. Photo.   Graphs
Sandcastles.  Sand.    Castles

(4)
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The end
36



The end
36



Air Show 
Rescue

A True Story from Salthill

38



Air Show 
Rescue

A True Story from Salthill

38



It happened in my first summer 
at Ireland, the first time I saw 
an air show In Salthill. It was 
such a nice day.

Thousands of visitors wanted to see 
this fabulous show.
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I didn't want to be in the crowd so I 
jumped from rock to rock, to get far 
away from the beach. I was gazing skyward at the 

planes when the tide suddenly 
swept in and submerged me 
up to my knees.

42
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I had no way back, the water 
was everywhere.

A lifeguard on duty saved my life, 
people on the beach were 
clapping!
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The next day my photo was in 
the tabloid paper. I was so 
ashamed. 

But now it's a funny story!

46

What do you think? Why was the 
writer embarrassed about this 
story at first?
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A Funny Story
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The Missing Chicken  
 
A funny thing happened to me last 
week.  
 
I bought a cooked chicken from 
Roches and was about to leave it on 
the table when the phone rang. So I 
threw the chicken on the table, as I 
thought, to answer the phone. The 
next thing I knew, the chicken was 
gone.  
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So I looked to see if the dog had 
taken it. I looked in the fridge, in the 
cooker, in the cupboards and in the 
bin. There was no chicken to be 
found. 

What's he 
looking for?

52
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The next morning I put some clothes 
in the washing machine, and there I 
found my chicken! 

1. Where did he buy the chicken from? 
 
2. How did he lose his chicken? 
 
3. Has something like this ever happened to 
you? Write the story. 
 
4. Try spelling the following words. Check 
your answers by looking back over the text.

a. b.

c.
d.

Questions

54
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Write a sentence using these words 
correctly. 
 
1. Threw & through 
 
2. There & their 
 
3. Knew & new 
 
4. Some & sum

HomophonesPlurals

Write down the plural of the 
following words 
 
1. Dog 
 
2. Fridge 
 
3. Chicken 
 
4. Cupboard 
 
5. Telephone

56
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Grammar
Fill in the gaps with the correct 
tense of the verb in italics.

1. I bought a chicken yesterday.
Shall we ________ some fish 
today?

2. I went to Roches yesterday.
I will ___________ to Dunnes 
tomorrow.

3. I thought I put the chicken on the 
table.
I don't ________ I'll make that 
mistake again!

4. I gave the dog chicken yesterday.
I'll _________ him beef today.

58
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Bridges 
Over 

The River Corrib 
in Galway

By Sara and Tricia
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The Quincentenary Bridge

It was built in the 1980s when 
Galway was celebrating 500 years 
of being a city. A "Quincentenary" is 
a 500th anniversary.  People in 
Galway call it The Quincentennial 
Bridge or The New Bridge.

Bridges Over The River Corrib in Galway

Four Bridges

The River Corrib flows from Lough Corrib 
through Galway City to Galway Bay.  It 
passes under four bridges.
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The Salmon Weir Bridge

This bridge was built in 1818 in Galway to 
connect the courthouse on one side of the 
river to the jail on the other side.  Galway 
Cathedral now stands on the site of the old 
jail.  

The bridge is named after The Salmon 
Weir which is just upriver from the 
bridge. A weir is a low dam built across 
a river.  Gates are opened and closed 
to control the water level flowing from 
Lough Corrib.  

Between April and July you can see the 
wild Atlantic salmon swimming up and 
jumping the weir to get back to the 
lake.

It's a very popular fishing spot and 
anglers come from all over the world to 
fish there.
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The Wolfe Tone Bridge

This is second oldest bridge over the river. It 
links Galway City to The Claddagh and 
Salthill on the western side of the river.  It is 
called after Theobald Wolfe Tone, a leading 
figure in Irish history and one of the founders 
of The United Irishmen.  He lived from 
1763-1798.
The Fishery Watchtower Museum is on the 
bridge.  At one time the tower was used to 
check the movement of the salmon and to 
watch for poachers.

O'Brien's Bridge

This is the oldest of the bridges and 
is called after William O'Brien.  The 
Bridge Mills stands at the end of the 
bridge and is a 430 year-old 
building.
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Signs Around 
Town
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Now Answer the 
Questions

1. What is the name of this cafe?

2. What kind of soup is being served?

3. How much does the pork dish cost?

4. Do you know what 'pulled pork' is?

5. What kind of cheese is mentioned 
on this sign?

6. Complete the sentence. 
'All our food is ________________ & 
full of ______.'

How to use this book
1. Read the sign

70
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1. What kind of drink can you get with 
this lunch offer?

2. What is the name of this cafe or 
restaurant? 

3. Can you have soup and chips?

4. Do you think this lunch offer is 
good value? Say why or why not. 72
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1. What kind of shop is this?

2. Where can you go?

3. Which tour would you choose?

4. Why? 74
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1. What do you need to do to get the 
free gift?

2. What kind of ring can you get?

3. What kind of caps are advertised?

4. What kind of shirts are included in 
the offer?

5. What is 'pewter'?

6. Do you think this is a good offer?

7. What would you choose as your 
free gift and why?

76
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1. Where would you see this sign?

2. What is the maximum number of 
people allowed in this lift?

3. What should you do if the lift breaks 
down?

4. Why are some of the words in 
BLOCK CAPITALS?

5. When should you not use the lift?

6. What kind of behaviour is not 
allowed in the lift?

7. Do you think the pictures on the left 
help people to understand the notice?

78
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1. Explain in your own words what 
deal is being offered here.

2. Can you tell from the photo what kind 
of shop this is?
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1. What is another word for 'not 
permitted'?

2. Where is this sign situated?

1. What kind of shop is this?

2. What 3 things take place in this 
shop while you wait? 82
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1. What items are being offered for a 
cheaper price?

2. How can you find out what the prices 
are?

3. What is the name of the pharmacist?

4. Write down other words you know 
that start with the letters 'ph' (as in 
pharmacy). 84
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1. What is the 
name of the 
shop?

2. Can you think 
of other words 
which start with 
a silent 'k' (as in 
knitwear)?

86
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1. What is the name of this pub?

2. How often do they have live music?

3. Which dish costs €11?

4. What is special about the soup of the 
day?

5. What kind of burger is offered?

6. What is the most expensive dish on the 
menu?

7. What is 'a tapas platter'?

8. Do you think this sign is hard to read? 
If so, why?

9. What dish would you choose to eat?

88
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90

What would you choose from this 
menu?
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What would you choose from this 
menu?



The Story of the 
Claddagh Ring 
. . . and how it is 
"celebrated" locally. 
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The story of the Claddagh is based in rich 
Irish culture. It begins about five centuries 
ago in the fishing village of Claddagh, just 
outside the city of Galway.  
 
Men of the village, much as they do today, 
would go out to the sea, each day, to fish for 
food for their families and other villagers. 
The sea presented many dangers. On some 
days the sea was high and on others the 
current was strong. The greatest risk, 
however, was that there were pirates. 
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On one such day, the story goes, a young man 
was fishing at sea with other men from his 
family. Suddenly, from their small boat, they 
spied a Spanish pirate ship. That sealed their 
fate. The Pirates captured the men from 
Claddagh and brought them to the far off North 
Coast of Africa. It was there that they were sold 
into slavery for what they were sure would be 
the rest of their lives. 
 
Richard, the youngest of those captured, was 
the most distraught. All men had left loved ones 
behind, but Richard had just met his true love 
and now feared that he would not live to see 
her again. Years passed and several of the men 
died. Others accepted their fate. Richard 
worked as a slave, but continued to long for a 
return to his village and to his beloved. To keep 
his spirits up and to keep hope in his heart, 
each day Richard stole a tiny speck of gold from 
his slave masters in the goldsmith shop where 
he tended the fires.
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Years passed and, with his tiny pieces of gold, he 
was finally able to fashion a ring. It was his hope 
that, despite what seemed nearly impossible, he 
would return to his village and present his ring to 
his true love. No one really knows if Richard 
escaped or earned his release from slavery, but in 
either event, the day finally came when Richard 
could begin the long trip back to his village in 
Ireland . . . to his home.  
 
At his journey's end, Richard was overcome with 
joy when he learned that his beloved had 
remained true to him in his long absence, waiting 
faithfully for him to return. It was on that day that 
Richard gave his beloved the ring he created that 
is known worldwide as the Claddagh Ring. 
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is known worldwide as the Claddagh Ring. 
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The Claddagh design appears not only in 
rings, but in other types of jewellery as 
well . The heart in the the design 
symbolises the love Richard longed to 
share with his true love. The crown 
symbolises his underlying loyalty and the 
hands symbolise friendship, which is, after 
all, the very foundation of love, with loyalty 
holding the two hands together.  
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The Claddagh design became more popular as 
an engagement or a wedding ring. It took on 
even more significance when Claddagh rings 
began to be worn widely by women throughout 
Ireland, on the west coast and the islands, where 
it may well have been the only major 
"investment" in a fishing family, an heirloom 
handed down from mother to daughter.  
 
 
How to wear the ring 
 
If the ring is worn on the right hand with the 
heart pointed out, it means that the wearer's 
heart is uncommitted. Worn on the same hand 
with the heart pointing inward, the Claddagh 
ring means the wearer's heart is taken. Worn on 
the left hand with the heart pointing inward, it 
means "Let Love and Friendship reign forever, 
never to be separated." 
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Questions from the story  
 
1. When does this story take place?  
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
2. Who captured the sailors from The Claddagh? 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
3. What was the name of the youngest sailor?  
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
4. Why did he make a ring? 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
5. How long was he held captive? 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 

6. Does the story have a happy ending?  
 
__________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________
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Please email any comments or 
suggestions to alison.jones@gretb.ie

THE END
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THE END


